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SECTION 12 36 19  

WOOD COUNTERTOPS 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.01 SUMMARY 

A. Section includes: 

1. Wood countertops. 
2. Shop finishing of wood countertops. 

1.02 ACTION SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data: For each type of product finishing materials and processes. 

B. Shop Drawings: Show location of each item, dimensioned plans and elevations, large-
scale details, attachment devices, and other components. 

1. Show locations and sizes of cutouts and holes for items installed in wood 
countertops. 

C. Samples for Initial Selection: For shop-applied transparent finishes. 

D. Samples for Verification: 

1. Lumber for transparent finish, not less than 5 inches wide by 12 inches long, for each 
species and cut, finished on one side and one edge. 

1.03 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Fabricator Qualifications: Shop that employs skilled workers who custom fabricate 
products similar to those required for this Project and whose products have a record of 
successful in-service performance. 

B. Installer Qualifications:  Fabricator of products. 

1.04 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING 

A. Do not deliver wood countertops until painting and similar operations that could 
damage wood countertops have been completed in installation areas. If wood 
countertops must be stored in other than installation areas, store only in areas where 
environmental conditions comply with requirements specified in “Field Conditions” 
Article. 
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1.05 FIELD CONDITIONS 

A. Environmental Limitations: Do not deliver or install wood countertops until building is 
enclosed, wet work is complete, and HVAC system is operating and maintaining 
temperature and relative humidity at occupancy levels during the remainder of the 
construction period. 

B. Field Measurements: Where wood countertops are indicated to fit to other construction, 
verify dimensions of other construction by field measurements before fabrication, and 
indicate measurements on Shop Drawings. Coordinate fabrication schedule with 
construction progress to avoid delaying the Work. 

C. Established Dimensions: Where wood countertops are indicated to fit to other 
construction, establish dimensions for areas where wood countertops are to fit. Provide 
allowance for trimming at site, and coordinate construction to ensure that actual 
dimensions correspond to established dimensions. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.01 WOOD COUNTERTOPS 

A. Quality Standard: Unless otherwise indicated, comply with the “Architectural Woodwork 
Standards” for grades indicated for construction, finishes, installation, and other 
requirements. 

1. The Contract Documents contain selections chosen from options in the quality 
standard and additional requirements beyond those of the quality standard. Comply 
with those selections and requirements in addition to the quality standard. 

B. Grade:  Premium. 

C. Type of Top: Solid wide width for transparent finish. Solid wood, edge glued, with 
crown direction reversed in adjacent boards, to produce widths indicated. Select 
boards for similarity of color and grain and arrange boards for optimum match between 
adjacent boards. 

1. Wood Species and Cut: As selected by Architect. 

2.02 WOOD MATERIALS 

A. Wood Products: Provide materials that comply with requirements of referenced quality 
standard for each type of woodwork and quality grade specified unless otherwise 
indicated. 

1. Wood Moisture Content:  8 to 13 percent. 
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2.03 FABRICATION 

A. Fabricate wood countertops to dimensions, profiles, and details indicated. Ease edges 
to radius indicated for the following: 

1. Solid-Wood (Lumber) Members: 1/16 inch unless otherwise indicated. 
2. Edges of Members More Than 3/4 Inch Thick: 1/8 inch. 

B. Complete fabrication, including assembly, finishing, and hardware application, to 
maximum extent possible before shipment to Project site. Disassemble components 
only as necessary for shipment and installation. Where necessary for fitting at site, 
provide ample allowance for scribing, trimming, and fitting. 

1. Notify Architect seven days in advance of the dates and times woodwork fabrication 
will be complete. 

2. Trial fit assemblies at fabrication shop that cannot be shipped completely assembled. 
Install dowels, screws, bolted connectors, and other fastening devices that can be 
removed after trial fitting. Verify that various parts fit as intended and check 
measurements of assemblies against field measurements before disassembling for 
shipment. 

C. Shop-cut openings to maximum extent possible to receive hardware, appliances, 
plumbing fixtures, electrical work, and similar items. Locate openings accurately and 
use templates or roughing-in diagrams to produce accurately sized and shaped 
openings. Sand edges of cutouts to remove splinters and burrs. 

1. Seal edges of openings in countertops with a coat of varnish. 

2.04 SHOP FINISHING 

A. General: Finish architectural wood countertops at fabrication shop as specified in this 
Section. Defer only final touchup, cleaning, and polishing until after installation. 

B. Preparation for Finishing: Comply with referenced quality standard for sanding, filling 
countersunk fasteners, sealing concealed surfaces, and similar preparations for 
finishing architectural woodwork, as applicable to each unit of work. 

1. Backpriming: Apply one coat of sealer or primer, compatible with finish coats, to 
concealed surfaces of wood countertops. Apply two coats to end-grain surfaces. 

C. Transparent Finish: 

1. Grade:  Premium. 
2. Finish:  One of the following at the Contractor’s option: 

a. AWI System - 11, catalyzed polyurethane. 
b. AWI System - 12, water-based polyurethane. 
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3. Wash Coat for Closed-Grain Woods: Apply wash-coat sealer to woodwork made 
from closed-grain wood before staining and finishing. 

4. Staining: As selected by Architect. 
5. Open Finish for Open-Grain Woods: Do not apply filler to open-grain woods. 
6. Filled Finish for Open-Grain Woods: After staining, apply wash-coat sealer and allow 

to dry. Apply paste wood filler and wipe off excess. Tint filler to match stained wood. 
7. Sheen:  Semigloss, 46-60 gloss units measured on 60-degree gloss meter per 

ASTM D 523. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.01 PREPARATION 

A. Before installation, condition wood countertops to average prevailing humidity 
conditions in installation areas. 

B. Before installing wood countertops, examine shop-fabricated work for completion and 
complete work as required, including removal of packing and backpriming. 

3.02 INSTALLATION 

A. Grade: Install wood countertops to comply with same grade as item to be installed. 

B. Assemble wood countertops and complete fabrication at Project site to the extent that it 
was not completed in the shop. 

C. Install wood countertops level, plumb, true, and straight. Shim as required with 
concealed shims. Install level and plumb to a tolerance of 1/8 inch in 96 inches. 

D. Scribe and cut wood countertops to fit adjoining work, refinish cut surfaces, and repair 
damaged finish at cuts. 

E. Countertops: Anchor securely by screwing through corner blocks of base cabinets or 
other supports into underside of countertop. 

1. Install countertops with no more than 1/8 inch in 96-inch sag, bow, or other variation 
from a straight line. 

F. Touch up finishing work specified in this Section after installation of wood countertops. 
Fill nail holes with matching filler where exposed. 

1. Apply specified finish coats, including stains and paste fillers if any, to exposed 
surfaces where only sealer/prime coats are applied in shop. 
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3.03 ADJUSTING AND CLEANING 

A. Repair damaged and defective wood countertops, where possible, to eliminate 
functional and visual defects; where not possible to repair, replace woodwork. Adjust 
joinery for uniform appearance. 

B. Clean wood countertops on exposed and semiexposed surfaces. Touch up shop-
applied finishes to restore damaged or soiled areas. 

END OF SECTION  


