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SECTION 12 36 16  

METAL COUNTERTOPS 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.01 SUMMARY 

A. Section includes the following types of countertops for installation over base cabinets: 

1. Stainless-steel countertops. 
2. Zinc countertops. 

1.02 ACTION SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data: For each type of product. 

B. Shop Drawings: Include plans, sections, details, and attachments to other work. Detail 
fabrication and installation, including field joints. 

1.03 CLOSEOUT SUBMITTALS 

A. Maintenance Data: For metal countertops to include in maintenance manuals. Include 
Product Data for care products used or recommended by Installer and names, 
addresses, and telephone numbers of local sources for products. 

1.04 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Fabricator Qualifications: Shop that employs skilled workers who custom-fabricate 
countertops similar to that required for this Project, and whose products have a record 
of successful in-service performance. 

B. Installer Qualifications: Fabricator of countertops. 

1.05 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING 

A. Deliver metal countertops only after casework has been completed in installation 
areas. 

B. Keep finished surfaces covered with polyethylene film or other protective covering 
during handling and installation. 
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1.06 FIELD CONDITIONS 

A. Field Measurements: Verify actual dimensions of construction to receive metal 
countertops by field measurements before fabrication. 

1.07 COORDINATION 

A. Coordinate locations of utilities that will penetrate countertops. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.01 MATERIALS 

A. Stainless-Steel Sheet: ASTM A 240/A 240M, Type 304. 

B. Zinc Sheet:  Zinc, 99 percent pure, alloyed with 0.08 to 1.00 percent copper, 0.06 to 
0.20 percent titanium, and up to 0.015 percent aluminum; with manufacturer's standard 
factory-applied, flexible, protective back coating. 

1. Finish:  Bright rolled. 

C. Plywood: Exterior softwood plywood complying with DOC PS 1, Grade C-C Plugged, 
touch sanded. 

D. Sealant for Countertops: Manufacturer's standard sealant of characteristics indicated 
below that complies with applicable requirements in Section 079200 “Joint Sealants.” 

1. Mildew-Resistant Joint Sealant:  Mildew resistant, single component, nonsag, acid 
curing, silicone. 

2.02 STAINLESS-STEEL COUNTERTOPS 

A. Countertops: Fabricate from 0.062-inch-thick, stainless-steel sheet. Provide smooth, 
clean exposed tops and edges in uniform plane, free of defects. Provide front and end 
overhang of 1 inch over the base cabinets. 

1. Joints: Fabricate countertops without field-made joints. 
2. Weld shop-made joints. 
3. Sound deaden the undersurface with heavy-build mastic coating. 
4. Extend the top down to provide a 1-inch-thick edge with a 1/2-inch return flange. 
5. Where backsplashes are indicated, form backsplash coved to and integral with top 

surface, with a 1/2-inch-thick top edge and 1/2-inch return flange. 

B. Stainless-Steel Finish:  Grind and polish surfaces to produce uniform, directional satin 
finish matching No. 4 finish, with no evidence of welds and free of cross scratches. Run 
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grain with long dimension of each piece. When polishing is completed, passivate and 
rinse surfaces. Remove embedded foreign matter and leave surfaces clean. 

2.03 ZINC COUNTERTOPS 

A. Countertops: Fabricate from not less than 0.060-thick, zinc sheet. Provide smooth, 
clean exposed tops and edges in uniform plane, free of defects. Provide front and end 
overhang of 1 inch over the base cabinets. 

1. Joints: Fabricate countertops without field-made joints. 
2. Weld shop-made joints. 
3. Extend the top down to provide a 1-inch-thick edge with a 1/2-inch return flange. 
4. Where backsplashes are indicated, form the backsplash coved to and integral with 

top surface, with a 1/2-inch-thick top edge and 1/2-inch return flange. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.01 EXAMINATION 

A. Examine areas, with Installer present, for compliance with requirements for installation 
tolerances and other conditions affecting performance of metal countertops. 

B. Proceed with installation only after unsatisfactory conditions have been corrected. 

3.02 INSTALLATION 

A. Install metal countertops over plywood subtops, level, plumb, and true; shim as 
required, using concealed shims. 

1. Fasten subtops to cabinets by screwing through subtops into cornerblocks of base 
cabinets. Shim as needed to align subtops in a level plane. 

2. Secure countertops to subtops with adhesive according to solid surface material 
manufacturer's written instructions. Align adjacent surfaces and, using adhesive in 
color to match countertop, form seams to comply with manufacturer's written 
instructions. Carefully dress joints smooth, remove surface scratches, and clean 
entire surface. 

B. Abut top and edge surfaces in one true plane, with internal supports placed to prevent 
deflection. 

C. Seal junctures of tops, splashes, and walls with mildew-resistant silicone sealant or 
another permanently elastic sealing compound recommended by countertop material 
manufacturer. 



NATALYE APPEL + ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTS, LLC  
 

SABC RESTAURANT 
2000 Lyons 

Houston, Texas 

 

METAL COUNTERTOPS 
12 36 16 - 4 

Issued for Final Bid and Permit - 1/23/2017 
 

3.03 CLEANING AND PROTECTION 

A. Repair or remove and replace defective work as directed on completion of installation. 

B. Clean finished surfaces, touch up as required, and remove or refinish damaged or 
soiled areas to match original factory finish, as approved by Architect. 

C. Protection: Provide 6-mil plastic or other suitable water-resistant covering over the 
countertop surfaces. Tape to underside of countertop at a minimum of 48 inches o.c. 
Remove protection at Substantial Completion. 

END OF SECTION  


